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declared to have been your intention and order that the same should be
given to the person holding that office. An account of the diamonds
which had been registered as dispatched for England was at the same
time laid before us. After a proper authentication of this account we
agreed to grant Mr. Dacres a conditional interest bond for the amount
of his commission upon it, calculated at the rate of 2 per cent, but subject
to your final approbation. The bond has been accordingly issued under
a medium date, that is to say antedated so far as to make it bear a
proportion to the length of time which the claim lay dormant, and it
contains a clause by which it is left at your option to annul the whole
or any part of the bond, provided you shall signify your orders for that
purpose to us within 18 months after the arrival of this notification of it
in England. This was a reservation which we thought it necessary to
make, notwithstanding our opinion of the propriety of the claim, because
it was the first instance in which it had been preferred to us*
96.    In consequence of a correspondence which we have had with the
Board of Trade upon the subject of the stores occasionally required from
their import warehouse for the use of the public services, as they demanded
an increase of the prices at which they had hitherto invariably delivered
them to the agents and contractors, we directed the public offices which
had occasion for stores from England to prepare indents for what they
might annually require to be sent out to them and in the meantime
desired the Board of Trade to continue furnishing them as usual, in
order to prevent the additional expence and inconvenience of altering
the terms of our agreement with the contractors, or unnecessarily increas-
ing the commissions of the agents by obliging them to purchase in the
market.   The indents which we have received make numbers iu the pre-
sent packet, and we request that you will order the articles to be provided
and consigned separately to the several offices which have indented for
them.
97.    We have received applications from Mr. Bie, the Danish Governor
of Fredericksnagore,   and  from  the supercargoes of
141      ugust.           several Portuguese ships, now in this river, for liberty
to export saltpetre on their ships to Europe, urging that the restoration
of peace now obviates the only objection which had caused an embargo
to be laid on it. Not having received any orders from you for taking off
the embargo and being unwilling to do it while so large a quantity of the
Company's saltpetre remained upon hand we thought the opportunity a
good one to dispose of a part of this stock, and therefore offered to deliver
as much of it to the Danes and Portuguese, with liberty
to exPort k' as they snould require for balasting their
ships at the price which the Company had paid for it,
and an increase of 10 per cent for wastage and warehouse room.
98.    In consequence of the general indent for grain, which we have
received this year from the President and Council at
^ Consultation ^th     Fort St Qeorge^ and of our publications for proposals
pn *                       to supply them at the lowest prices, we have entered